April 30, 2019

Creek commitment lacking

emoval of the Parrot Tail-
ings hehind the Civie Cen-
ror as ordered by Governog

Bullock continues. But Super -
furd deadbines loom as we walt
for @ real commyitment from the
Comsent Decree (O partiey -
EPA, ARG, the state and Butte
Silver Bow - for
& fubure restored
Sibver Bow Creek
i the center of
Bulte.

Butte Priority
Seils Superfund

wopTHey  decisionsare rap-
TRETHEWAY idly approaching.

This ares nclodes
the Silver Bow
Creek corridor from Tegas Ay
enue behind the Civie Center
to the confluence with Blacktatl
Cresk near Montans Street. This
Treek neay Montans Strest, Thiy
eorridor suffered ervitonmen-
tal neglect fora century and
clesnup inactivity for the last
tuny decades while ereek and
river remediating and restone
ratinn west of Butte was fonded
with hondreds of milllons of
dollars.

A year and g half ago, former
soetonsl Administrator
vevento prodded the ©
paz%ms foward an “ag wmem
in principle®™ for the remalning
clesnup. On Janvary 26, 2018
they smerged from behind the
comfidentiaity veil with an
agresment, which requires con~
sent from all of the CD parties,
What they dowith the actual OD
will determine what the conter
of Bty wil] be forever, This s
extraordinarily important for the
veople of Buty, now and into
the future.

The Restore Oy Creek Cogll-
Hem (ROUCY saw this day com-
ing and over 4 vears ago began
mobilizing Butle folks to create
3 peoples’ viston for the oleamp
and end lund vggdor the Silver

Bow Ureek corridor. ROCO s
consistent misslon~datement
has been;

# Romove the tailings {Parrol,
Morthside, Diggings East and
Blacktail berm},

B Restors the creek,

8 Create a Greervway and pub-
fic amenities making the center
of Buatte s greal communily assel.

For ddecades Butte fudks comme
o belleve that no one veally
cared about their Superfund
desives, but they resporded en
masse to expressing thelr vodoss
through BOOCE, Hondreds par-
teipated In BOCC S vizioning
workshops, research suboom-
mdtbers and the design efforts by
frveshing their Hime, ntellect,
experience and desires. In Go-
tober 20016, they produced the
vision document “Rilver Bow
vigion dooument “Slver Bow
Creek Headwaters Park” which
included o restored Silver Bow
Creek, Over 3500 folks eventu-
ally signed on to support ROCO s
vision and restoration of the
creek.

Siateern months after that,
Butle citizens gob abig victory
when the CD ‘g}ﬁrtie%: eopnmitted,
inthe Agresment in Principle,
to manove the remaining tallings
froam the Northside, m,&gizzgs
East and Blacktsll Berm, Then
ARCO and Butle Silver Bow
comuissioned the deshmof
park amentties in the areg - the
resuiting plan closely replicating
the previons vision effort of the
people of Butte through BOUC.
Thizwas another win iz schisy -
ing the ROCOButte vigion,

But notwithstanding the CD
parties” commnibments to remuov-
ing the tailings and devedopment
of a park, the parties have
not vet commpnitted to the core
ohjective of the ROUC Butte vi-
sion - vestoring the creek.

For the last S months BPA
lepdership and the other D

parties have repestedly stated
that the Agreement in Principle
ookl not prechade” 2 future
creek restoration. Vet none of
the documents commitied them
to cresk restoration. Heck, there
huss vet o be a single document
that even references a restored
craek.

Adthough we appreciate sne
couraging statements from the
CDrparties, ghven Butte's history,
our community cannol just ac-
cepl a rhetorical “trust as” when
it comes to the foture restoration
oof Sitver Bow Creek.

Last Novernber, BROUC asked
the €0 parties to “back up”
thelr statements with proof in
the form of g minimally costed
concephual desipn showing that
a foture restored creelk fromm
Texas Avenue fo Blackiail Creek

Texas Avenue to Blacktall Creek
could be done, Regretfally, it
fook slmost 5 months for the
{08 parties to respond ~ a e~
spomse that did not svenuse
the wond “ereel™ and did not
agree to the conceptual design.

ROCO imnediately veplied,
relling the CD parties our
commurdty needs more than
rhetorie, we need the provf that
comes from the minimally-en-
gineered conceptual design.
Time i3 now running short foy
the comnitment to afoture
restored creek to be made real
ard placed in the CD with sup-
port from all of the parties.

We remain sheptical but,
because of good faith gains in
the past (The tailings and park
amenitios), we are hopeful they

will respond pousitively to the
creek design reguest. Butle is
watching for thelr response as i
our future depends on i - be-
cauze it does,

’orthey Tretheway isthe
spohespereon for Restare Our Creek
Coalition,
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